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During the 3 months ended September 1984, there were 1,048 licensed hotels with facilities and 2,811 motels, private
hotels and guest houses with facilities in operation in Australia.

The room occupancy rate for hotels and motels etc. with facilities was 56.5% for the September quarter 1984 compared
with 55.7% for the September quarter 1983. Accommodation takings for the September quarter 1984 were $237m

compared with $208m for the September quarter 1983.

The site occupancy rate for caravan parks for the September quarter 1984 was 20.8% compared with 21.1% for the

September quarter 1983.

EXPLANATORY NOTES

Introduction

This publication contains results, for Australia and
each State and Territory, of the quarterly surveys of
tourist accommodation establishments.

Scope and coverage

2. For the purposes of this survey, a tourist accom-
modation establishment is defined as an establishment
which predominantly provides short term accommoda-
tion (i.e. for periods of less than 2 months) available to
the general public.

3.  Thescope of the survey may vary from time to time
depending upon the needs of users of the statistics and on
the ABS resources available to undertake the surveys.
The types of establishments currently included in the
survey are:

(a) Licensed hotel with facilities. A tourist accom-
modation establishment which is licensed to
operate a public bar, provides bath or shower
and toilet in most guest rooms, and has breakfast
available for guests.

(b) Licensed or unlicensed motel, private hotel or
guest house with facilities. A tourist accommoda-
tion establishment which provides bath or shower
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and toilet in most guest rooms and has breakfast
available for guests butis not licensed to operate
a public bar. This category also includes motels
that are licensed to serve liquor with meals.

(c) Caravan park. A tourist accommodation estab-
lishment which provides powered sites for
caravans and toilet, shower and laundry facilities
for guests.

Definitions

4.  Number of establishments refers to the number of
tourist accommodation establishments within the scope
of the survey which operated during the survey period.
Establishments comprising more than one type of accom-
modation dctivity referred to in paragraph 3 above (e.g. a
motel with attached caravan park) are treated as two
separate establishments. Included are those establish-
ments which operated for any part of the quarter or
which closed temporarily for the quarter because of
seasonal reasons.

5.  Guest rooms refers to the maximum number of
rooms, units, suites, etc. available for accommodating
paying guests at hotels and motels with facilities during
the survey period.

6.  Bed spaces refers to the maximum number of guests
that could be accommodated in beds normally in place
(excluding cots) at hotels and motels with facilities during
the survey period. Three-quarter beds are classified as
single beds; double beds are counted as 2 bed spaces.

7.  Powered sites refers to the maximum number of
sites with provision for connection to electric power
supply, available at caravan parks for accommodating
paying guests during the survey period. Included are
powered sites occupied by on-site vans,

8.  Unpowered sites refers to the maximum number of
sites with no provision for connection to electric power
supply, available at caravan parks for accommodating
paying guests during the survey period.

9. Cabins, flats, etc. refers to the maximum number of
cabins, flats, units and villas available at caravan parks
for accommodating paying guests during the survey
period.

10. Total caravan park capacity refers to the maximum
number of on-site vans, other powered sites, unpowered
sites and cabins, flats, etc. available at caravan parks for
accommodating paying guests during the survey period.

11.  Room occupancy rate refers to the proportion of
guest rooms occupied in hotels and motels with facilities
to the number of guest rooms available during the survey
period expressed as a percentage.

12.  Bed occupancy rate refers to the proportion of bed
spaces occupied in hotels and motels with facilities to the
number of bed spaces available during the survey period
expressed as a percentage.

13. Site occupancy rate refers to the proportion of sites
occupied by guests in caravan parks to the total caravan
park capacity availabie during the survey period expressed -
as a percentage. Unoccupied on-site vans are treated as
vacant sites.

14. Takings from accommodation refers to revenue

received from the provision of short term and long term
accommodation at the tourist accommodation establish-
ment. Where meals and accommodation were a combined
charge an estimate of takings from meals was excluded.
Takings from accommodation for each month represent
the takings received during that month. In the case of
some establishments payments may be made in advance
of, or may be received after the provision of accom-
modation to guests and therefore the monthly figure for
takings from accommodation may not necessarily bear a
direct relationship to the number of guests accommodated
during the month. Rental and storage fees paid to
caravan parks for the keeping of private vans in parks are

included in the takings of the month they are received.

15. Employment. Details of the numbers of persons
working at tourist accommodation establishments (in-
cluding those working on other than accommodation
activities) have not been included in this publication.
However, data are available upon request from the ABS.

Related publications

-16. Publications for Australia, and each State and

Territory, are released by the respective offices of the
ABS. Tourist accommodation statistics for past quarters
are available in earlier publications commencing with the
September quarter 1975. These and some unpublished
statistics for certain small areas within States (e.g. local
government areas or combinations of local government
areas) are available upon request. From September
Quarter 1980 a dissection of the statistics shown in this
publication, according to size of establishment, is avail-
able on request for each State (Territories excluded).

17. Current publications produced by the ABS are
listed in the Catalogue of Publications, Australia(1101.0).
The ABS also issues on Tuesdays and Fridays, a Publica-
tions Advice (1105.0) which lists publications to be
released in the next few days. The Catalogue and
Publications Advice are available from any ABS office.

NOTE: Where figures have been rounded, discrepancies
may occur between sums of the component items and
totals.

R.J. CAMERON
Australian Statistician
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SITE AND ROOM OCCUPANCY RATES, JULY 1981 TO SEPTEMBER 1984
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